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PART 3: 

Why Did Not God Annihilate Satan at Once When He Rebelled? 

 

According to the Bible, sin came into existence when Satan, one of the angels of the highest rank in 
Heaven, wanted to exalt himself to the same level as God (see Ezek.28:12-17 and Is.14:12-14). Since 
then there has been a battle between God and Satan, a battle which might very well be called a battle 
between good and evil. The Bible tells us that after the fall in the Garden of Eden, our earth became 
the most important field for this fight. 

 

Why Is He Allowed to Continue? 

In the Book of Revelation we find one of the best descriptions of the battle between God and Satan: 

”And there was war in heaven: Michael and His angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon 
fought and his angels, And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. And the 
great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceives the whole 
world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. And I heard a loud voice 
saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of 
his Christ: for the accuser of our brothers is cast down, which accused them before our God day and 
night. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they 
loved not their lives to the death. Therefore rejoice, you heavens, and you that dwell in them. Woe to 
the inhabitants of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down to you, having great wrath, 
because he knows that he has but a short time.” (Rev.12:7-12) 

We are told that Satan, represented as a dragon, fights together with the angels who joined him in his 
rebellion against God. But they lose, and it causes great joy in Heaven. Yet, to the earth the results are 
many problems and much grief, as our planet – because of the fall – was the only place where Satan 
gained dominion. Daily we see and experience the consequences of sin and of Satan’s rebellion. We 
may also look back in time as far as the historical record allows us and see how much misery it 
actually has caused. 

The Bible contains many promises that sin and all that is related to it will one day be annihilated. Even 
Satan and his angels will be annihilated. Hence, in the end it will all be good. Yet we may ask: Why 
could not God annihilate Satan and the other angels at once when they rebelled? – So that we did not 
have to experience all this misery that happens around us and with us? 

We shall now take a closer look at this question. Why did not God annihilate Satan at once? Why is he 
allowed to continue? Why does God wait so long before He annihilates sin and its originator? 

Some writers have pointed out that it was necessary for God to let Satan display himself, so that the 
rest of the universe could understand what was in his mind and realize the serious consequences of sin. 
In her book The Great Controversy E.G.White expresses this in an eloquent way. Here she writes 
about how God reacted to Satan when he rebelled against his Creator: 

”God in His wisdom permitted Satan to carry forward his work, until the spirit of disaffection ripened 
into active revolt. It was necessary for his plans to be fully developed, that their true nature and 
tendency might be seen by all. Lucifer, as the anointed cherub, had been highly exalted; he was 
greatly loved by the heavenly beings, and his influence over them was strong. 

... 
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Satan had been so highly honored, and all his acts were so clothed with mystery, that it was difficult to 
disclose to the angels the true nature of his work. Until fully developed, sin would not appear the evil 
thing it was. 

... 

The true character of the usurper, and his real object, must be understood by all. He must have time to 
manifest himself by his wicked works.” (From The Great Controversy, pp. 497-498) 

An important point here is how “God in His wisdom permitted Satan to carry forward his work” so 
that everyone would see what his plan was all about and what it would lead to. Satan “must have time 
to manifest himself by his wicked works”.  

There is a story in the Old Testament which more than any might teach us something about God’s 
wisdom in regards to His way of dealing with Satan – about why God chose to do it this way, and why 
it was necessary that it was done this way. The story in question is the one about David and Saul. But 
before we take a closer look at it, I want to point out what I do not intend to say. I do not propose that 
this story is a parallel to or a reflection of the battle between God and Satan in Heaven. I do not state 
that David is a representation of God and that Saul is a representation of Satan. These are two different 
events, and there are various elements involved in them. But my intention is to use the story about 
David and Saul as an illustration, because we may learn something important from it about the battle 
between God and Satan, and about God’s way of dealing with Satan. 

 

God Makes Saul a King 

God had led the Israelites out of Egypt. Some decades later they finally got to settle in Canaan, the 
Promised Land. In the beginning the nation is run by judges. This arrangement works quite well, until 
one day the people finds out that they would prefer to be run by a king. They have seen that other 
peoples have a human leader with a crown and a throne and everything that belongs to it. Now they 
want to have the same. It is not sufficient to them that God is their king. They want to be like the 
others. They want a human king, one who can lead them in battle and be their visible pride. 

The people call on Samuel, the present judge, and demand a king. This troubles Samuel, and he turns 
to God in prayer. God then tells him: 

”Listen to the voice of the people in all that they say to you: for they have not rejected you, but they 
have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them.” (1 Sam.8:7) 

God then tells Samuel to warn the people about the practical consequences of having a king (vv.11-
18). But they disregard the warning and maintain their demand for a king. And God gives them what 
they ask for – and He gives them Saul.  

Those who know at least a little bit about the kings of Israel probably associate the name of Saul with 
rather negative things. Consequently it might be easy to think: “Yes, the Israelites made a silly 
demand. They rejected God as their highest leader, and preferred a human king. – And to punish them 
God gave them Saul.” – in this implied: So that they should realized that they had made an unwise 
decision and perhaps learn from their mistake… 

This idea might seem fair. Yet, I still think it is wrong. I believe Saul was the best king God could give 
to His people. However, God also tried to show them that they had made an unwise choice. In the 12th 
chapter we read that Samuel explains to the people what they actually have chosen and what they have 
rejected. The speech is followed by a storm with heavy rain and thunder which badly damages the 
crops. Not until then do the Israelites realize what they have done. They now confess their sin and ask 
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for forgiveness. Samuel then points out to them how important it is that they follow the Lord by all 
their heart and serve Him (1 Sam.12:20-25). 

However, the choice of Saul in itself was not a bad one. The story about how Saul was chosen and 
anointed as king is quite special (1 Sam.9). It also gives us an impression of how Saul was as a person. 
We are told that Saul was young, tall and handsome (1 Sam.9:2). In other words, he was physically a 
perfect king. But even though he had a beautiful outside, I think that he had an even more beautiful 
inside, or character.  

My impression is that Saul was an empathic, humble and god-fearing man. He was obedient to his 
father and cared about him and his donkeys which had been lost (1 Sam.9:3-5). He readily asked God 
for advice (1 Sam.9:6-10), and he was small in his own eyes. When Samuel for the first time indicated 
that he was to become a king, Saul answered: 

”Am not I a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel? and my family the least of all the families 
of the tribe of Benjamin? Why then speak you so to me?” (1 Sam.9:21) 

Later, when he was to be instituted as king, we are told that Saul hid himself. The people could not 
find him, and eventually it was God who had to reveal where he was (1 Sam.10:21-22). 

Some Israelites did not welcome Saul as their leader. They could not understand how he should be 
able to save them. They despised Saul and would not give him any kind of approval. Saul, on the other 
hand, remained quiet, something which might have been an expression of humility (1 Sam.10:27). 

Later Saul led the Israelites in a battle against the Ammonites, who had attacked an Israelite village. 
The Ammonites uttered quite severe threats, like cutting out the right eye of all the inhabitants of the 
village, and thus dishonour Israel. We are told that when Saul got to hear about this, the Spirit of God 
came upon him, and he gathered the army. The Israelites easily defeated the Ammonites. Some 
Israelites now raged against those men who had earlier despised Saul and did not want him as their 
king. They suggested death penalty (1 Sam.11:12). But Saul answered: 

”There shall not a man be put to death this day: for today the LORD has worked salvation in Israel.” 
(1 Sam.11:13) 

This example shows that Saul was humble and willing to forgive. It was nothing in him that suggested 
hurt pride or desire for revenge. In addition he gave God the honour for their victory. I will therefore 
say that Saul, the man who was chosen to be the first king of Israel, was a man with an admirable 
character. I think he was the perfect king for God’s people; at least he seemed to be. 

 

Saul Turns Away 

As time goes by, we find that Saul is starting to change. This is first seen in the battle between the 
Israelites and the Philistines some two years later. The Israelites had attempted to attack the 
Philistines, who in turn mobilize their army. The Philistines are well organized and strong, and the 
Israelites are frightened. Many flee or hide in cliffs and caves. But Saul and some other warriors 
remain on the site. For a whole week they wait for Samuel, but as he does not show up, Saul gets very 
concerned. He witness that his army is about to be demobilized, so he decide to solve the issue 
himself. He makes a sacrifice to God on his own, something which is contrary to what God had said. 
Shortly after the sacrifice has been made, Samuel arrives. He says to Saul: 

”You have done foolishly: you have not kept the commandment of the LORD your God, which he 
commanded you: for now would the LORD have established your kingdom on Israel for ever. But now 
your kingdom shall not continue: the LORD has sought Him a man after his own heart, and the LORD 
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has commanded him to be captain over His people, because you have not kept that which the LORD 
commanded you.” (1 Sam.13:13-14)  

God now rejects the king He once had chosen Himself. The reason is that Saul has been disobedient. 
Even though he knew what was right, he did the opposite of what God had said. 

What was it that Saul had done? He had made a sacrifice to God, a burnt offering. The directions of 
how this kind of sacrifice was to be performed are found in Leviticus (chapter 1). The sacrificial 
animal was meant to be a symbol of the coming Saviour, and the act of sacrificing was related to the 
service of the priests. Saul therefore should have waited for Samuel, as he previously had been told (1 
Sam.10:8). The most serious aspect – and this is made very clear – was that Saul knew what God had 
said. He still chose to act against God’s command. He chose to be disobedient against God. 

Saul is then given the severe message that God has rejected him as a king after only two years, and 
that He already has chosen another to replace him on the throne. But still Saul continues to be the king 
of the Israelites. If we read on, we find that he leads the army in battles, defeats enemies, and 
establishes his kingdom. Was the message of Samuel only empty words, a threat without content, or 
symbolic speech?   

 

God Regrets 

In chapter 15 we are told that God, through Samuel, tells Saul to attack the Amalekites and annihilate 
them. Saul does as he is told, and the Israelites win a complete victory. But they spare the king and the 
best of the animals – instead of killing them as God had said. God then tells Samuel: 

”It repents Me that I have set up Saul to be king: for he is turned back from following Me, and has not 
performed My commandments.” (1 Sam.15:11) 

God regrets his choice of Saul. We are given two reasons for this: 

1) ”for he is turned back from following Me...” 

2) ”…and has not performed My commandments.” 

The Saul that God once chose to be king was a man who followed God and was obedient. Now Saul 
had turned away from God and started to follow other paths. He was no longer obedient to God 
and to what God said. 

Samuel goes to meet Saul. He is then told that Saul has gone to Carmel. Here he had erected a 
monument in commemoration for himself before he moved on (1 Sam.15:12). This act clearly shows 
the change that had taken place with Saul. He was a humble man when he was chosen and made a 
king, and also the first period. He had no high thoughts about himself, and he gave honour to God for 
their victories in war. But now he had erected a monument of commemoration for himself, not for 
God. 

When Samuel finally meets Saul, he confronts him with this:  

”When you were little in your own sight, were you not made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the 
LORD anointed you king over Israel?” (1 Sam.15:17) 

One major cause for Saul’s disobedience and fall was that he was no longer small in his own eyes. He 
had started to exalt himself. He gave to himself the honour that should have been given to God. 
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Again Samuel reminds Saul that he once again has been disobedient against God’s command because 
he spared the king of the Amalekites and the best animals. Saul then tries to excuse himself, something 
which shows that he is about to depart himself farther and farther away from God. We may compare 
this with how Adam and Eve tried to excuse their sin after the fall. They had chosen to be disobedient 
against God, yet they would not admit it. Adam blamed Eve and God who had created her, while Eve 
on her side blamed the serpent, which also had been created by God (Gen.3:12-13). 

In a similar way Saul tries to excuse himself by claiming that he has been quite obedient (1 
Sam.15:20). The only exception is the king and the animals that have been spared. But the reason why 
they were spared was that they were to be sacrificed to God. The idea, then, was that as long as they 
just gave them to God or did if for God, everything would be just fine. But in God’s eyes it does not 
work this way. Samuel then says to Saul: 

”Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the 
LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams.” (1 Sam.15:22) 

Saul could give all the riches of the world to God as a gift or perform hundreds of religious acts while 
proclaiming that it was to the honour of God. But if he really loved God, this love would first of all 
have been expressed through obedience – obedience to the word of God. Samuel continues: 

”For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you 
have rejected the word of the LORD, He has also rejected you from being king.” (1. Sam.15:23) 

Samuel tries to put things in perspective to Saul and show him that he is about to fall away from God. 
Saul on his side excuses himself in a way which many others might agree with him. The external acts 
that Saul did were supposed to be related to the worship of God. This is something human beings have 
done all throughout history, not least the Roman Catholic Church in the Middle Ages. The church has 
established a host of traditions which have nothing to do with Christianity, but which they use for and 
relate to the worship of God. A good example here is the keeping of Sunday as a holy day, something 
that is said to be to the honour of God – even though God himself says that it is the seventh day of the 
week, the Sabbath, which is to be kept holy (Ex.20:8-11). But the story about Saul shows that God 
does not accept it – even though it is said to be to His honour. It is obedience to His commands that 
matters. 

The message now given to Saul is plain: He is rejected as the king of God’s people. Samuel says: 

”The LORD has rent the kingdom of Israel from you this day, and has given it to a neighbor of yours, 
that is better than you.” (1 Sam.15:28) 

It is underlined to Saul that this is a final decision (v.29). Then we are told that Saul admits that he has 
sinned. He says to Samuel: 

” I have sinned: yet honor me now, I pray you, before the elders of my people, and before Israel, and 
turn again with me, that I may worship the LORD your God.” (1 Sam.15:30) 

Samuel accompanies Saul, and they worship God. But after this Samuel never saw Saul again. 

” And Samuel came no more to see Saul until the day of his death: nevertheless Samuel mourned for 
Saul: and the LORD repented that he had made Saul king over Israel.” (1 Sam.15:35) 

 

Similarities between the Stories 

It is after the incident with the sacrifice that God sends Samuel to Bethlehem to anoint David as the 
new king of Israel (1 Sam.16). God has, in other words, chosen a new king, and David has been 
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anointed. In principle he is now the new king of Israel. Yet, several years are to pass before he takes 
over the throne. Saul continues to work as the king of the Israelites – even though he has been 
rejected. 

There are two important questions that we might ask about this situation. The first is related to Saul’s 
confession of his sin. We saw in 1 Sam.15:30 that Saul admitted his sin to Samuel. Why, then, did not 
God accept his confession and cancel his decision to reject him? 

The Bible tells us that God is love and that He is willing to forgive all people. The story of Saul might 
therefore seem confusing. Could it be that God, for one reason or another, was not willing or able to 
forgive him?  

The story from 1 Sam.15 is a good example on how people often regret the consequences of sin, and 
not the sin itself. In his conversation with Samuel, Saul was given many chances to realize, confess 
and regret his sin, but Saul only denied and defended his actions. When it was made clear to Saul that 
he, because of his disobedience and reluctance to repent, would no longer be the leader of the 
Israelites, this was such a great loss to him that he chose to confess the sin. But it was the consequence 
that he regretted, not the sin itself. God knew this. He reads the hearts and sees every hidden motive 
(see Psalm 44:21). That was why He rejected Saul.  

But what about the rest of the people? Were they able to tell whether or not Saul actually regretted? 
No, it was impossible for any human being to know. If they believed that Saul really had repented, 
then what would they think about God still rejecting him? If they did not realize how serious the sin of 
Saul really was – if they did not understand that Saul’s disobedience against God was caused by his 
heart turning away from God – how, then, would they react when God rejected him, the man He 
Himself had once chosen? 

We now get to our second important question: Why did God wait so long – after Saul had been 
rejected – before He let David take over the throne? David experienced a difficult time after he had 
been chosen and anointed as king. Also to many others the situation gave trials and problems. 

This is where we might find parallels, or similarities between the story about David and Saul, and 
God’s way of dealing with Satan after he had rebelled against Him in Heaven. Again I would like to 
point out that I do not say that one history is an illustration of the other. But there are similarities 
which might make it easier for us to understand, and we shall now take a closer look at some of these 
similarities. 

The first similarity is about the starting point. Saul seemed, as we saw, to be the perfect king for the 
Israelites, both physically and morally, and he was chosen by God and anointed for this important job, 
or role. In a similar way God ordained Satan to an important position in Heaven. He was an anointed 
cherub (an angel of high rank), and he had an important role near God’s throne. In Ezek.28:12-15 he is 
described as follows: 

” You seal up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. … You are the anointed cherub that 
covers; and I [God] have set you so: you were on the holy mountain of God; you have walked up and 
down in the middle of the stones of fire. You were perfect in your ways from the day that you were 
created, till iniquity was found in you.” 

Both the cherub and king Saul were chosen, anointed and ordained by God Himself to important 
positions. They had both external and internal beauty, or perfection. Still they fell away from God. 
Also the root of their fall was similar. We saw how Saul gradually moved farther and farther away 
from God. In the beginning he was a humble man. But as time went by, he was no longer small in his 
own eyes. He wanted to exalt himself. We saw how he, among other things, stopped giving honour to 
God for victory in war and instead gave honour to himself – as when he put up the monument of 
commemoration.  
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About the root of Satan’s fall it says in Ezek.28:17: 

” Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty...” 

The description in Is.14:12-14 gives us even more details: 

”How are you fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How are you cut down to the 
ground, which did weaken the nations! For you have said in your heart, I will ascend into heaven, I 
will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also on the mount of the congregation, in the 
sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.”  

Pride – a wish to exalt themselves and to give to themselves the honour which in reality belonged to 
God – was the foundation of both Satan’s rebellion against God and Saul’s disobedience. 

We find yet another similarity in the consequence of their fall: God rejects them. Satan loses his 
position in Heaven, and Saul is no longer allowed to be king of Israel. 

 

God’s Wisdom 

We may now return to our main question: Why did not God annihilate Satan at once? Why has he 
been allowed to continue for so long? From the story about Saul and David we get a good illustration 
of the wisdom that lies behind God’s way of dealing with Satan. 

David had been anointed as king. Still Saul continued to work as the king of Israel for a long time. Yet 
it was no secret that Saul had been rejected. We have for instance texts which show that Jonathan, the 
son of Saul and the one who should have inherited the throne, both knew about it and accepted it (see 
for instance 1 Sam.23:17). Saul also knew about it, but would not accept it. Instead he persecuted 
David and tried to kill him. 

Without difficulties God could have removed Saul from the throne at once. But what would then the 
people have thought about God – if they did not realize the severity of Saul’s acts when he disobeyed 
God? – Or if they thought that God would not forgive Saul when he had made a mistake which – in 
human eyes – perhaps was only a minor? Most probably they would think of God as frightening, 
arbitrary, strict, and remorseless.  

However, the story about David and Saul, which we might read in 1 Sam.16-31, shows that time gave 
Saul a possibility to manifest himself through his evil deeds. All the time God was able to read his 
heart. He saw that Saul had turned away from Him and that he never really regretted his sin. But the 
only way that humans would be able to see this, was from the fruits that would gradually appear in 
Saul’s life. 

We are told that Saul several times tried to kill David, even though David never had hurt him. Many 
times Saul was overwhelmed by fury, and he persecuted David from one place to the other. It even 
went so far that Saul executed 85 priests because Ahimelech, one of the priests in the village, had 
given bread and a sword to David – without knowing that David was fleeing from Saul (1 Sam.21-22). 

These were fruits which showed that Saul had turned away from God. His true character was made 
manifest through his actions. But it was necessary with time for the fruits to get visible to everyone, so 
that no one would doubt God’s righteousness, love and judgment when He rejected Saul as the king of 
Israel. It was a difficult period for David, and also for many others, but it was necessary that it took 
place this way. 

The story about David and Saul clearly shows how the character of Saul gradually changed as he 
turned farther and farther away from God. This too is an important lesson which we might get from 
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the story, i.e. what will happen to our character when we reject God. In addition the story shows us 
that everyone might fall away from God, even “the best”. There is, then, no such thing as “once saved, 
always saved”. 

Another thing we might notice from our story is the great contrast between how Saul treats David and 
how David treats Saul. Also here we find similarities to the great contrast between how Satan treated 
Jesus and how Jesus treated Satan – as we see for instance in their meeting in the wilderness (Matt.4) 
or their dispute about the body of Moses (Jude 1:9). This clearly shows the contrast between God’s 
character and Satan’s character, the contrast between God’s principles and Satan’s principles. 

 

Why Did God Allow? 

To summarize and conclude our question we might say that if God had removed Saul from the throne 
at once, it would have been impossible for the people to understand that Saul, in his heart, had turned 
away from God. Externally he was still both confessing and worshipping God. It would have been 
impossible for the people to understand how severe his fall actually was. God therefore gave him more 
time – so that he could expose himself through his evil deeds. 

So it is also with Satan’s rebellion. God gives him time – so that every creature might understand how 
he is and how severe his rebellion actually is. As we read from The Great Controversy:  

”He must have time to manifest himself by his wicked works.” 

The story about David and Saul might also teach us something about how we may consider other 
historical events – in particular such events that make people ask: “Why did God allow?” 

A typical example here would be World War II. Why did God allow Hitler to gain power and carry on 
the way he did? It was, of course, not only Hitler who did horrible things during World War II, but he 
was one of the most prominent leaders and may hence serve as an example. God knew Hitler all the 
time, and He knew what was inside Hitler’s heart. The Bible also tells us that God knows the end from 
the beginning. Why, then, did He let Hitler carry on? Why could He not just have given him a heart 
attack, or sent a poisonous snake into his bedroom? How many would not have been spared from great 
sufferings? 

The answer might have many aspects, but one of them is found in the story of Saul. If God had struck 
Hitler before anyone had seen or understood what he stood for and what was in his heart, his 
contemporaries, and perhaps also future generations, would have thought that it was a good man who 
died. It would all seem meaningless. But instead Hitler was given time – time to expose himself 
through his evil deeds. 

If God had struck every evil person before the fruits of his character, mind and plans had become 
visible, we would most likely have considered God the way we now consider people like Adolf Hitler. 
We would probably have been terrified – because we would get the impression that God suddenly 
struck innocent people. We would never feel safe that He would not strike us too. 

Every lesson that we find in the story about David and Saul might be useful when we see evil things 
take place in the world, when people treat each other badly, or when we might be tempted to question 
God’s way of acting – why He allows it to happen. “Why may a dictator suppress the inhabitants of 
the country? … Why may a fallen church persecute, torture and kill people with a different faith?...” 

History is filled with such events. We still experience them, and more are to come. We then should 
remember the following: 
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 God has given all people a free will, and he neither can nor will direct them as marionettes. 
 

 It is a part of God’s wisdom to give people time to expose themselves through their evil deeds. 
 

 Even evil people might repent – like for instance king Manasseh of Israel (2 Chr.33), king 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon (Dan.4), and the inhabitants of the Assyrian city of Nineveh 
(Jonah 3). If God struck them when they became evil, they would have no chance to repent. 
 

 The Bible tells us that the world will be shaken. Thus it will be made clear who is really 
converted and who is not. Jesus told a parable of a man who planted wheat in his field. After a 
while the servants discovered that the field also contained weeds. They asked the owner if 
they should remove it, but the owner told them to wait until the harvest. It had to get time to 
grow up, so that it would be clear what was what: What was true wheat, and what would turn 
out to be weeds (Matt.13:24-43). 
 

 God puts a limit to the evil. Saul finally lost his throne. The medieval church lost its power. 
Even Hitler was only allowed to continue for a certain period of time. One day God will also 
put an end to all sin, evil and its originator. 

In its description of the battle between Satan and God the Book of Revelation tells us that Satan was 
thrown out of Heaven. Then we are told: 

”And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of 
our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brothers is cast down, which accused 
them before our God day and night. And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word 
of their testimony; and they loved not their lives to the death. Therefore rejoice, you heavens, and you 
that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and of the sea! For the devil is come down to 
you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has but a short time.” (Rev.12:10-12) 

When Saul was told that he was rejected, he directed all his aggression towards David and those who 
followed him. Likewise Satan has come down to the Earth with great wrath – because he knows that 
he only has a short time. His wrath is directed towards all people, but perhaps more than anything 
towards those who have chosen to take God’s side in the battle – such as the man Job (see Part 1 and 
2). Yet we need not to fear – because, as it says: “They overcame him…” God’s enemy has been given 
time and permission to expose his true character. But both are limited. He is already defeated. 

 

 


